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These days, unless you’re filling out a paper form, writing a  
card to someone, or are into calligraphy, you’re probably 
banging out your communications on a computer or 
smartphone keyboard. So, when I came across a couple of 
fountain pens while going through some old boxes of mine,  
it got me thinking: What happens to things that are outmoded  
or outdated by technology? 
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Bare in Mind by Dick Bare
Hi, everyone. Hope all is well with you and yours. I want to start off 
playing a little word association. What does the word “keyboard” bring 
to mind? If you think of pianos or other musical instruments, it’s pretty safe 
to say that once upon a time you did most of your writing with a pen.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

New Year’s Ball
Holiday Past: The original ball 
lowered in Times Square on New 
Year’s Eve, back in 1907, was 

made of iron and wood and decorated with 
100 light bulbs.
Holiday Present: The modern New Year’s  
ball is made of Waterford crystal, covered 
with 696 light bulbs, 96 strobe lights, and 90 
rotating pyramid mirrors.

The Popular Poinsettia
Holiday Past: Poinsettias were 
first introduced into this country in 
1828 by the U.S. ambassador to 

Mexico, Joel Poinsett.
Holiday Present: Poinsettias are now grown 
in all 50 states and represent over 85 percent 
of potted plant sales during the holidays. Over 
$220 million worth of poinsettias are sold 
during the holiday season!

The Origins of Rudolph
Holiday Past: In 1939, an 
advertising employee at the 
department store Montgomery 

Ward wrote the story of Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer for a store promotion.  
That year the store gave away 2.4 million 
copies of the story.
Holiday Present: Ten years later, Gene Autry 
recorded the song “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.” Since then it has sold over 80 
million copies. Rudolph has definitely gone 
down in our holiday history!

A Tree of Lights
Holiday Past: In 1949, the tree 
at Rockefeller Center was strung 
with 7,500 bulbs.

Holiday Present: Now more than 25,000 
bulbs are strung on the tree – that’s more than 
5 miles of lights!

Holiday Past & Present

Source: http://fun.familyeducation.com/december-holidays/history/35012.html 

‘Tis the Season  
for Giving Thanks 

and  Sending 
Wishes for 

Happy Holidays

Merry Christmas! Happy 
Hanukkah! Happy Holidays!

Arbor-Nomics

From all of us at Arbor-Nomics  
to you, our valued customer: 
We are grateful for your business  
and your trust in us throughout the 
year. This season of celebration is  
the perfect time to send our thanks 
and our wishes for joyous holidays  
for you and your families. 

From all of us to all of you…

Written with one of Dick’s fountain pens.



What do snowmen 
eat for breakfast? 

Frosted Flakes.

Dick’s Picks: Returning the Favor
We always appreciate when you recommend us to friends and neighbors. I have a couple 
of recommendations I want to share with you. 

Do you have an old tube radio in need of repair?  
I came upon one of my Dad’s old radios, all in pieces. Luckily I also 
came upon Clark Stelling, an Arbor-Nomics customer who repairs 
them. He got that RCA tube radio working like a charm. 

He works on all brands, and you can contact him for an 
estimate at 770.595.3436 or clarkstelling@comcast.net.

For HVAC, I highly recommend Comfort Zone Heating and Cooling. 
I needed a complicated repair, and after speaking with one 
of the owners, I felt confident working with them. The tech was 
friendly and knowledgeable and got the job done right.  
The whole experience was great.  
 

So here’s a special offer for Arbor-Nomics customers who give Comfort Zone a try: 
 If you need your heating system checked out, give them a call and the service call is FREE. 
That means you don’t pay a thing unless there is a repair or you want maintenance on your system.  
 
This offer expires 1/15/16. Just call 770.213.COOL (2665) or go to  
www.ComfortZone.cool – tell ‘em Dick sent you.

Prepare your trees & shrubs for winter.
Trees and shrubs may appear dormant in late fall and winter, but their root structure continues  
to grow as long as the ground is not frozen. They need care and protection from the cold,  
frost and ice of winter to stay healthy and produce beautiful foliage for spring.

Proper care of trees and shrubs:
•  Continue to water them, if it doesn’t rain, until the ground freezes.
•  Provide a warm blanket of mulch to protect the root structure.
•  Fertilize now to keep them well fed through the winter.

If you are a Gold or Platinum customer, your trees and shrubs are 
already fertilized with application #6. However, even if you are 
not on our tree and shrub program, Arbor-Nomics can help. 
Through fall, we can apply a single treatment of our slow-release 
fertilizer. This special formula reacts to soil temperatures and fertilizes 
your trees*and shrubs when they need it.

With this one application:
•  Your trees and shrubs will develop a stronger root system.
•  They’ll be more disease- and insect-resistant.
•  You’ll see lusher growth and  greener leaves this spring.

Your trees and shrubs need to get ready for winter. If you’re not on our tree and shrub 
program, call 770.447.6037 to get an estimate for your fertilizer treatment. 

*This treatment is for ornamental trees only.

Remove leaves 
regularly from  

your lawn.

Don’t forget to take 
advantage of our prepay 
special. You should have 
received your prepay letter 
in the mail in November.  
If you didn’t, please give us 
a call. Save 5% on your 
2016 service when you 
prepay by 12/31/15.

Arbor-Nomics 
Prepay Special

They can smother your grass  
and create problems with winter  
or early spring diseases.
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Application #7
What we did to your lawn today: 
1.  Fescue, Bermuda and Zoysia lawns received weed control, as needed, to minimize weed growth 

during the winter. All lawns received a calcium and magnesium application to maintain the pH 
balance of the soil. Turf grasses grow best in a neutral soil environment (approximately 5.5–6.5 pH). 
Natural processes tend to make it more acidic over time. This application helps restore the neutral 
condition of your soil so your grass will grow better next spring.

2.  Fescue lawns received an application of Arbor-Organics, an organic fertilizer containing humic acid. 
Known as a natural bio-stimulator, humic acid benefits just about everything that grows.

3.  Zoysia and fungicides: Zoysia is prone to Zoysia Patch, and we’ve also been seeing Rust this season. 
Fungicides are not included with the Silver and Gold programs, but it would be a good idea to treat, 
so call us for a free estimate. Platinum customers received their Zoysia fungicide treatment today.

What we did to your trees & shrubs 
(only for customers on our Gold & Platinum programs):
1.  We applied dormant oil to protect against certain insects. Many bugs survive our relatively mild 

winters, and they like to live in your trees and shrubs. The oil smothers them so they can do no harm, 
keeping your trees and shrubs healthier and more resistant to stresses like disease and drought.  
We’ll follow up with a second application on our first visit next year.

2.  For customers on our Gold or Platinum programs, your trees and shrubs have already gotten their fall  
fertilization. This helps them develop a strong root system and makes them more resistant to disease 
and insects. You’ll also see lusher growth and greener leaves come springtime. 

What you need to do until our next visit: 
1.  Even during the winter, your lawn should receive about 1” of water each week. 

Rain during the winter months is usually enough, but if it doesn’t rain, do some additional watering.

2.  Remove leaves regularly from your lawn. They can smother your grass and create problems with 
winter or early spring diseases.

3.  Gradually increase the height of your mower about a 1/2” above your usual height for warm season 
grasses. The increased height will help the grass store up more food so it can nourish itself when it 
comes out of dormancy in the spring.

If you have any questions concerning your lawn, trees, shrubs or our service, please call our Customer 
Service Department Monday–Friday, 8:00am–5:00pm at 770.447.6037. If you call after hours, please 
leave a message and your call will be returned the following business day.

Helpful Phone 
Numbers

MAIN NUMBER  
770.447.6037  
www.arbor-nomics.com
OWNER/PRESIDENT  
Dick Bare
Office: 678.638.4550
Cell: 770.815.3879
richard@arbor-nomics.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Cash
Office: 678.638.4548
Cell: 770.596.8388
doug@arbor-nomics.com

ARBOR-NOMICS TREE
OFFICE MANAGER
Holly Coll
Office: 770.368.0072

Remember  
to Mulch!

Now’s the time to add or 
replenish mulch in tree and shrub 
beds. Along with controlling 
weeds, a blanket of mulch helps 
keep tree and shrub roots nice 
and warm through fall and winter.  

 Christmas Pickle
 It’s an old tradition where a pickle ornament is hidden on the Christmas tree. The first person  

to find the pickle among all the other ornaments gets an extra present on Christmas. The tradition  
has stories originating from Spain to Germany, but either way it seems like a fun tradition!

 Webs?
  On a Ukrainian Christmas tree a spider or web is not an unusual sight. The folk tale that goes 

with the tradition says a poor family woke up on Christmas morning to find their once bare tree 
decorated with spider webs, shining silver and gold in the morning sun.

 Radish Carvings
 El Festival de los Rabanos (the Festival of Radishes) is a one-of-a-kind event that features dance,  

food and delicately carved radishes. Radish figures line the central plaza of Oaxaca, Mexico,  
on December 23rd and 24th. Nativity scenes, dancers, and historical events are sculpted from  
radishes by artisans and add to the colorful holiday celebration.  

 Source: http://www.care2.com/greenliving/10-wacky-christmas-traditions-from-around-the-world.html

Wacky Christmas Traditions from  
Around the World
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Bare in Mind CONTINUED

Some become almost laughable relics – think 8-track tapes and Betamax – 
or for that matter, CDs and VHS. But not so for vinyl LPs and turntables. Even 

after they left the mainstream, LPs 
held a special place for serious 
music lovers and collectors. 
There was a quality to the sound 
and feel of the music that CDs 
and other digital formats just 
failed to capture.

The same goes for fountain 
pens. They’ve been out of the 
mainstream much longer than 
vinyl records, but there is a 
devoted group of aficionados 
who appreciate, and even 

promote, the craftsmanship, art, and beauty of fountain and other specialty 
pens. And I understand why. When I found my fountain pens in the old 
boxes (it was the same episode I talked about this past summer, when I was 
bitten by a black widow and my foot swelled up something awful), I decided 
to crank some of them up and write with them. It was beautiful. 

Sometime after that, I was shopping at 
Lenox Square and found a magazine 
called Pen World, which celebrates, and 
I quote, “the universe of writing culture.” 
At www.penworld.com, the website 
invites you to “discover the beauty of 
handwritten communication” – something 
of a lost art today. The magazine itself 
covers everything having to do with 
writing by hand: new and vintage pens, 
fine paper, inks, and the like. 
 

In the issue I picked up, I saw there was an upcoming event – the Atlanta Pen 
Show – at the Wyndham Galleria Hotel (it used to be the Holiday Inn). So I 
decided to go. And pretty soon I was hooked. I once collected clocks and 
watches, but Sharon, my wife, pointed out that our house was filling up with 
clocks, and the watches were expensive to repair and insure. But fountain 
pens, on the whole, don’t have to be as expensive as the watches, and they 
definitely take up less space than clocks, so what’s to object to?

Plus, they’re incredibly interesting. Did you know that the first pens can be 
traced back to thousands of years ago? (Not many inventions stand that 
kind of test of time!) I learned that from an article in Pen World written  
by Brandon McKinney. Apparently, Ancient Egyptians used reed pens  
as far back as the 4th century BC, and they were the most common  
writing instrument at least through the time the New Testament of the  
Bible was written. 

Somewhere along the line someone figured out that bird quills were more 
durable than reeds (especially for writing on papyrus), and the quill pen 
came to dominate the early writing scene. What’s really neat though is 
that both of these can still be found today, and the reed pen remains an 
important implement in calligraphy. The first-known metal pen, fashioned 
from copper, dates back to around 75 AD and was found in the ruins  
of Pompeii.

In more modern times, pen manufacturing took off in the early 1800s in 
England. A man named John Mitchell pioneered the production of steel 
pens by adapting button-making machines to accommodate the writing 
instruments. Production began in 1822 and England dominated pen 
manufacturing for the next 35 years or so. During this time pens weren’t 
being manufactured in the United States. Steel pens were imported from 
England, making them very expensive and available only to the rich.

That is until the late 1850s when an enterprising 
Quaker from Cornwall, named Richard Esterbrook, 
set up shop in the U.S., recruiting a handful of talented 
young pen makers from the UK. Esterbrook’s company 
lasted until 1971, and at its height produced 600,000 
pens a day. Esterbrook was the name in pens in the 
U.S. for a very long time. For famed Disney animator 
Carl Barks, Esterbrook pens were his tool of choice, 
using them to ink and letter the Donald Duck comic 
books. 

Sadly, Esterbrook never saw how large his 
company grew from its modest beginnings. 
He died in Atlanta in 1895. Of course, other 
manufacturers started up along the way, particularly 
after Esterbrook’s death. Many innovations took place in the early 1900s, 
and some of the manufacturers from that era are still operating today. 

Up to this point, the pens 
I’ve been talking about are 
dip pens, not fountain pens. 
Many people aren’t aware of 
the difference. Like its name 
suggests, with a dip pen, you 
need to keep dipping the nib in 
ink. Fountain pens, on the other 
hand, have an ink reservoir in 
the body of the pen, and you 
can write continuously until the reservoir runs dry. 

Fountain pens began to dominate the market in the 1930s and enjoyed 
a strong reign through the ‘50s. The most famous pen from this era is the 
Parker 51, a must-have for any collector. I have one and I like the way  
it writes.  
 
It wasn’t until the 1960s and ‘70s that the ballpoint pen came into the 
mainstream. Probably their most outstanding feature was how affordable 
they were. I remember my Mom coming home with a dozen or so small 
vending machines that dispensed ballpoint pens for the price of a quarter. 
This new invention was going to make her a millionaire. I’m pretty sure that 
never panned out. I’m guessing thieves walked off with the machines. Heck, 
they’re stealing cash machines out of mall parking lots these days – it would 
have been nothing to swipe these pen machines.

Ballpoints eventually evolved into 
rolling writers, which, given their 
feel and the way the ink flows onto 
the paper, best approximate the 
experience of using a fountain 
pen. That probably explains why 
fountain pens are making such a 
comeback today. Rolling writers 
give folks a taste of what it’s like 
to use a fountain pen, and now 
they’re trying out the real thing. 

Don’t believe me? I know several attorneys who use them for everyday 
writing. And at the most recent Los Angeles Pen Show, the line outside was 
so long it took a couple of hours to get in.

So, there you have it. The history of pens and an invitation to explore, or 
revisit, the wonderful world of writing by hand with the fountain pen of 
your choosing. All – and the irony of this is not lost on me – composed by 
hammering away at my computer keyboard.
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