
The Buzz on Banishing 
Mosquitoes from Your Yard

Mosquito control is probably not top of 
mind when your thoughts turn to outdoor 
spring and summer fun. But before those 
annoying pests ruin an otherwise wonderful 
backyard party or dinner on the deck, there 
are several things you can do to make 
your yard unappealing to mosquitoes. 
And moisture control is a big part.

Prevent puddles. Mosquitoes love to 
breed in standing water. Fill in holes in 
paved areas and build up low areas of 
ground where water pools after a rain.

Cover rain barrels. A sturdy screen or a 
solid cover with a hole that accommodates 
the gutter downspout will prevent females 
from laying eggs in the barrel.

Keep gutters clean.  Debris in gutters 
retains moisture, giving the pests yet 
another place to breed.

Change the water in pet bowls and 
bird baths. You don’t have to deprive 
your feathered and furry friends of water 
outdoors. Just be sure to change the 
water frequently.

Avoid watering at night. Excess water 
is slow to evaporate at night, which, 
you’ve probably guessed, makes your 
lawn and garden an excellent mosquito 
breeding ground.

Need to call in the big guns? 

If these measures alone don’t provide 
the mosquito control you need, we 
can help. Arbor-Nomics’ Mosquito 
Treatment, available to all customers 
as an add-on service, consists of a 
once-a-month treatment from May 
through October that is safe for  
children and pets. 

    Call today for your free 
          Mosquito Treatment 
                 estimate.

Bare in Mind
by Josh Bare

Every once in a while, things just need to 
be refreshed. A new look, a new feel has 
a way of giving something new energy. 
Call it spring fever, but “refreshing” has 
been a theme with me recently.

Arbor-Nomics belongs to a small group 
of lawn care companies from around 
the country. About twice a year, we get 
together to discuss our businesses and 
what’s happening in the industry. We 

usually meet at one of the members’ 
offices, and this spring it was my turn to 
host the gathering. I decided to hold the 
meeting at Graham Spray Equipment, a 
company the Bare family has owned for 
the past 6 years. Graham makes spray 
rigs used in lawn care, including the rigs 
that Arbor-Nomics techs use. My dad has 
always trusted Graham’s quality for our 
fleets, so when the founder, Max Graham, 
decided to retire, my dad jumped at the 
chance to buy the company. He wanted 
to make sure Graham’s commitment to 
superior equipment continued.
Continued on page 4

Thank You, 
Gwinnett 

Customers! 

Three years in a row, your votes 
and reviews helped us win a Best of 
Gwinnett award for lawn care. To us as a 
company, and especially to the techs who 
service your yard visit after visit, it means 
everything to have your seal of approval.

Each year, Gwinnett Magazine readers vote 
for their favorite Gwinnett-area companies 
in categories such as retail, building, and 
lawn care. The magazine editors use the 
voting results and data from the Better 
Business Bureau and consumer rating 
sites to determine which companies have 
earned Best of Gwinnett, Among the Best, 
and Ones to Watch awards.

We say it – and mean it – every time: 
We’ll never stop striving to give you 
great service and results.

Maybe you’re noticing the new look of the Buggette. 
If you’ve visited our website recently, you saw that it 
was redesigned, too. We hope you like the new look. 
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LAWN TREATMENTS

Weed Control

All Programs. Lawns were treated 
to control broadleaf weeds, such as 
dandelions.

Silver Plus, Gold Plus & Platinum. We 
applied a treatment to control nutsedge 
and other grassy weeds.

Note: Some weeds, such as wild violets 
and Virginia buttonweed, require specific 
herbicides. Contact us for a free analysis 
and estimate if you have these or other 
stubborn weeds.

Fertilization

All Programs. We applied               
Arbor-Organics fertilizer to nourish      
turf during the growing season.

Pest & Disease Control

Silver Plus, Gold Plus & Platinum. We 
treated lawns with a fungicide to prevent 
brown patch and dollar spot.

Gold, Gold Plus & Platinum. We applied 
our Outdoor Pest Control, which targets 
fire ants, fleas, ticks, and spiders.

Add-On Service: Mosquito Treatment. 
This is available as an add-on service 
only. Customers who have requested 
Mosquito Treatment got the first of six 
monthly treatments.

Aeration

Platinum. Aeration will be completed 
for all Platinum customers by the end of 
May. Aeration loosens the soil so that air, 
water, and the fertilizers we apply can get 
down to the grass roots, where they are 
needed.

ORNAMENTAL TREE AND 
SHRUB TREATMENTS

Pest & Disease Control

Gold, Gold Plus & Platinum. We applied 
a fungicide to control powdery mildew, 
leaf spot, and other fungal diseases, and 
an insecticide to control aphids, lace 
bugs, and leafhoppers.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO UNTIL 
OUR NEXT VISIT

Leave Grass Clippings After Mowing

Make mowing easier for yourself and 
give your lawn a treat by leaving the 
clippings behind. They recycle back into 
the soil and provide nutrients for your 
turf. Mowing after one of our treatments 
is fine; just be sure that any wet 
applications have dried.

Mow Fescue at the Highest Blade Setting

Letting Fescue stay a bit taller helps 
lower the soil temperature for this cool-
season grass.

Watch for Brown Spots on Grass

This is the time of year when the fungal 
disease brown patch is most active, 
especially in Fescue lawns. If you notice 
brown circular patches, contact our 
office for a free analysis and treatment 
estimate.

Trim Shrubs Regularly 

Routine trimming encourages fuller 
growth.

Questions about our service or your 
yard? Contact us at 770.447.6037 or 
info@arbor-nomics.com.

This is our busy season, so to avoid 
waiting on hold, we recommend you   
email us. Of course, you are always 
welcome to call Customer Service, 
Monday – Friday, 8 am – 5 pm. If you 
call after hours, please leave a message, 
including your 
phone number, 
and we’ll return 
your call the next 
business day.

May-June Care
Application #3 Please note: There are times we may need 

to modify the treatments due to weather.

Watering: 
Water in the morning (preferably 
before 10) and water deeply.  A 
couple of thorough soakings per 
week will be far more effective than 
frequent light watering. Also, raise 
the blade on the mower; longer 
grass stores more moisture and 
helps lower the soil temperature. 

Lawn Funguses:  
Zoysia patch, brown patch, and 
dollar spot are fungal diseases that 
thrive in hot, humid weather. To 
reduce their spread, avoid mowing 
grass when it is wet. Check your 
lawn weekly for discolored patches, 
and call us immediately if you find 
some. They could be a sign of a fast-
spreading fungal disease, so prompt 
diagnosis and treatment are a must.

Japanese Beetles: 
These buggers love your trees, 
shrubs, and gardens as much as you 
do. During your weekly yard check, 
pay attention to these plants as 
well, and let us know if you see the 
beetles or signs of damage.

Grubs: 
Around mid- to late summer, newly 
hatched grubs begin feeding on 
grass roots. If there are dead spots 
in your lawn, dig a 1-foot square 
about 4 inches deep. If you see 10 
or more grubs, your lawn will need a 
specific grub treatment.

We offer free service calls. Call us 
immediately if you notice these or 
other problems with your yard. 

Tips for Defending 
Against Summer 
Lawn Threats

Summer can be as tough 
on lawns, trees, and shrubs 
as winter. The best defense 
against the damaging 
effects of heat and humidity 
is a little knowledge and a 
watchful eye.
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Thinking Outside the Pot: Creative 
Ways of Growing Veggies and Flowers

There are so many fun ways to 
grow plants beyond conventional 
pots or backyard garden plots. 
Here are just a few ideas to get 
the creative juices flowing.

Quirky Planters: Add some whimsy to 
lackluster locations while giving new life 
to old stuff. That pair of boots you’re 
ready to toss can make a truly unique 
set of planters. In fact, anything that 
can hold soil and moisture is fair game, 
like a chipped serving bowl, a teapot, 
or burlap sacks.

Vertical Gardening: Sure, there’s 
the trellis (or chain-link fence) for 
climbing plants. But how about a 
decorated stepladder, wooden 
pallet, or even a small dresser for 
a collection of non-climbers? The 
dresser drawers can be pulled 
out different amounts to create 

a tiered effect that allows 
each tier to get ample 

sunlight.

Source: https://www.growveg.com/guides/weird-or-wonderful-growing-food-in-unusual-places/

Recycling: A stack of tires, turned 
inside out, makes a perfect raised bed. 
Excellent for growing potatoes. 

Makeovers for Plastic Containers:          
Plastic bowls, jars, and the pots from 
nurseries are functionally perfect for 
plants. But they are also boring and 
cheap-looking – until you give them a 
makeover by covering them in fabric from 
old clothes that have seen better days.

Visit growveg.com for a deeper dive 
into thinking outside the pot. The article 
“Weird or Wonderful? Growing Food in 
Unusual Places” offers up more details 
and a great video to help you visualize 
the possibilities. Happy gardening!

Mulch flower beds, gardens, and around 
trees and shrubs. Mulching inhibits weed 
growth and makes the weeds that do 
manage to pop up much easier to pull.

Apply herbicides. When used properly, 
commercially available weed killers 
can be effective. However, the average 
homeowner typically does not have a 
background in lawn care, and knowing 
which products target which weeds, when 
to use pre-emergents vs. post-emergents, 
and how to apply them safely can be 
challenging. Too often, these efforts end 
up being costly and ineffective.

Knowledgeable lawn care professionals, like 
Arbor-Nomics, are experienced in treating 
for common weeds and also are prepared 
to detect and combat outbreaks of rarer 
weeds. Our treatments are timed for the life 
cycles of different types of weeds, and it is 
why year-round weed control is part of each 
of our lawn care programs.

3

Atlanta has the unfortunate 
distinction of being 
ranked as one of 
the worst cities for 
weeds. Warmer-than-usual 
temperatures throughout the 
South, coupled with Atlanta’s 
humidity, have a lot to do 
with the growing problem, 
according to the National 
Association of Landscape 
Professionals.
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How to Combat Weed Woes in Atlanta
Keep your lawn healthy. That means 
well-fed and watered. Healthy turf with a 
well-nourished root system grows thicker 
and stronger, making it harder for weeds 
to thrive.

Fill in bare spots. If grass isn’t growing 
in a spot, weeds will. And they’ll spread 
to the rest of your lawn. Lay new seed 
or sod in any bare spots, making sure 
to water properly so the new grass can 
establish itself.

Pull existing weeds before they seed. 
Uproot weeds whenever you see them, 
but make an effort to catch them before 
they produce seeds. By doing so, you’ll 
be preventing hundreds of new weeds 
from popping up. Weeds are easiest 
to pull when the soil is moist. To avoid 
disturbing the grass around the weed, 
pierce the soil around the weed with a 
sharp, slender tool, and be sure to get the 
entire weed root.

Although there’s no silver bullet for completely defeating weeds in 
your Atlanta yard, there are several measures for controlling them.

Source: https://www.ajc.com/home/weeds-gone-tips-how-eliminate-weeds-your-atlanta-yard/tfh7O7lWpk7VWmI5dpfuEI/



Bare in Mind Continued

Anyway, I thought the conference room 
at the Graham location would be a good 
place to meet because of the size. It 
certainly was spacious enough for my 
guests, but it lacked something.

The building is about what you’d expect 
for a manufacturing facility: a basic 
metal structure with few windows and a 
no-frills, bare-bones interior. It serves its 
purpose for the day-to-day operations 
that take place there, but it definitely 
wouldn’t do for the meeting. I wanted 
my guests to feel comfortable and at 
ease, open to lively discussions and 
debates as we set about analyzing 
the industry and ways to keep our 
businesses healthy and strong. That 
was highly unlikely in this humdrum 
conference room. 

I started feeling the pressure build, 
nervous that my meeting would be a 
flop, but I wasn’t sure what to do about 
it. Then a light came on, pretty much 
literally. Those old fluorescent bulbs 
did nothing for ambiance. I switched 
everything out with LEDs and there 
was a big improvement. But it wasn’t 
enough.

It’s no secret that I love to 
browse Craigslist, usually 
looking for good deals on car 
stuff. While mulling over what 
else to do to the conference 
room, I hopped on the site. 
Instead of browsing the 
automotive “aisle,” I found 
myself heading for furniture 
and household stuff. And 
wah-la! There I saw a set of 
15 kitchen cabinets (already 
removed) that were in great condition 
for a mere $450.

I knew these babies would go fast, so 
I texted the seller immediately, letting 
him know I could be over in the morning 

ready to haul them away. (I’ve found that 
when you really want something, it helps to 
be specific with the seller about when you 
can come by and that you’re able to take 
the items right away if you agree to buy.)

Starting out the next morning, it looked 
like rain, so I stopped to buy one of those 
big blue tarps just in case. The cabinets 
proved to be in as good condition as I 
had thought. In fact, there was nothing 
wrong with them; it was just that the 
seller had decided to give his kitchen a 
new look, and selling the “old” cabinets 
for a low price meant he didn’t have to 
be bothered storing them until he found 
a buyer who’d agree to a higher price. I 
happily paid the man and loaded them.

To search for 
countertops I went 
downtown to Ikea with 
the family one evening 
and picked up two of 
the 74-inch lengths for 
$150 each. I also was 
conned into buying 
a stuffed kitty, shark 
and dog for the kids.  
I wrangled a promise 
out of them to trade 
the new toys out 

for old ones to hopefully lessen the 
amount of stuff in the house. If they 
were left to their own devices, they 
would have their beds full of stuffed 
animals and they’d sleep on the floor!

All in all, it took 6 of the 
15 cabinets, a couple of 
countertops from Ikea, 
and the new lighting to 
dramatically transform this 
once-drab room into a 
comfortable, lively place. 
I was feeling much better 
about the success of my 
meeting, confident this was 
a space where lots of good 
ideas would be exchanged.

Now the only problem I 
had was what to do with 

nine cabinets. 
More precisely: 
Could I sell 
those remaining 
cabinets for the 
same price I 
paid for all 15? 
I had no luck 
on Craigslist 
and decided to 
try Facebook 
Marketplace. 
Bingo! By noon 
the next day, I 
had $450, and 
two guys from 

Alabama were loading the cabinets 
onto their trailer. Recognizing my good 
fortune, I threw in the $30 tarp so they’d 
stay dry on the trip. I’m hopeful the 
cabinets will refresh the new owner’s 
space as much as they did mine.
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Helpful 
Contact 
Information
 
ARBOR-NOMICS TURF, INC. 
770.447.6037 
651 Langford Drive 
Norcross, GA 30071 
www.arbor-nomics.com 

CEO & PRESIDENT 
Dick Bare 
richard@arbor-nomics.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Doug Cash 
Cell: 770.596.8388 
doug@arbor-nomics.com 

CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 
Josh Bare
Cell: 678.313.4568 
josh@arbor-nomics.com

CUSTOMER RELATIONS 
Ward Frost
Cell: 678.638.4556 
ward@arbor-nomics.com 
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