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by Josh Bare

I’ve been on a quest to search out 
– and hopefully visit – incredible 
horticultural events. I’m not talking 
garden shows (although those are nice 
to attend) – I mean mass flowerings 
and plantings that put on a spectacular 
display at a particular time of the year. 

Last year, we did a family trip to 
Washington, DC, to see the famed 

cherry blossoms. There is a lot of 
information online about peak bloom 
time from year to year and strategies 
for visiting at just the right time. We 
picked out the dates of April 3rd 
through the 7th and then kept our 
fingers crossed as the trip drew near.

Continued on page 4

Bermuda grass, Zoysia, and other warm-
season grasses want to come back to life 
in the spring. But they can’t flourish in hard, 
compacted soil, which is what our dense 
Georgia clay becomes over the winter. 
Aeration loosens up the dirt, so your lawn 
can thrive through spring and summer.

How aeration improves your lawn:
• Air, water, and nutrients can travel down  
  to the roots, where they’re needed.
• Roots grow stronger and deeper, making  
  your grass more resistant to stress from  
  heat and drought.
• Self-spreading, warm-season grasses  
  can grow thicker.

Call 770.447.6037 or email us today to 
schedule your aeration.

Why You Should Leave Fire Ant 
Control to the Professionals

The dangers of DIY fire ant control
Whether you’re seeing red fire ants or other 
species, the problem should be treated by 
a trained professional. Here’s why.

• Fire ants attack in large numbers 
when they are threatened. For the 
inexperienced homeowner attempting to 
treat with store-bought pesticides, this 
could mean getting multiple stings at the 
same time.

• When not used properly, pesticides 
harm more than just the fire ants. 
Pesticides are toxic, and when handled 
improperly, they can be harmful to anyone 
exposed to them, including children and 
pets. They can also damage the soil and 
your grass.

What to watch for
As spring approaches, watch for the  
telltale signs of a fire ant problem.

• Mounds in your lawn – Not all fire ant 
mounds are big and obvious. In fact, in 
well-maintained lawns, they are rarely more 
than a few inches high, making them hard 
to see unless you search them out.

• Morning and evening activity – During 
these times, it’s not uncommon to see  
fire ants outside their nests scavenging  
for food.

Ask about our Fire Ant Control with 
your next application. Our techs apply 
pesticides safely and effectively, and a 
single application controls fire ants for  
the year.
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Got Warm-Season 
Grass? Now’s the Time 

to Schedule Your 
Spring Aeration
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With winter upon us, you’re probably not thinking about fire ants. However, these nasty pests 
start becoming active as early as March, or when temperatures approach the mid-60s. This 
isn’t too far off,  and we want you to be prepared with knowledge and a plan of action.

The red fire ant, which is actually reddish-brown, may be the most dangerous and destructive 
type of fire ant. Unfortunately, these pests love your Atlanta lawn as much as you do. They 
thrive in our warm, humid climate and prefer to build their mounds in open, sunny spaces, 
like lawns.
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LAWN TREATMENTS

Weed Control

All Programs. We applied a  
pre-emergent that prevents 
crabgrass and other grassy weeds 
from showing up in your lawn come 
springtime. We also applied a  
post-emergent for existing broadleaf 
weeds. You should see broadleaf 
weeds die off within two weeks.

Fertilization 

All Programs. We applied our  
Arbor-Organics fertilizer to Fescue 
lawns. Along with feeding this 
cool-season grass, Arbor-Organics 
reduces the risk of fungal diseases 
during spring and summer (by 
minimizing unwanted warm-season 
growth surges). Bermuda and 
Zoysia lawns received potassium to 
provide the nutrition these warm-
season grasses need when they 
emerge from winter dormancy and 
to promote a healthy root system 
and thicker grass. We will apply 
potassium again with Application #2.

Fungus Control

Silver Plus, Gold Plus & Platinum. 
We treated Zoysia lawns to control 
Zoysia patch, a common fungal 
disease. 

ORNAMENTAL TREE AND 
SHRUB TREATMENTS

Pest Control

Gold, Gold Plus & Platinum. 
Many destructive bugs survive cold 

weather and make their winter 
homes in your ornamental trees and 
shrubs. The dormant oil we applied 
in December and again with this 
treatment eliminate the pests before 
they can do harm.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO UNTIL 
OUR NEXT VISIT

Keep Lawns Free of Leaves. 

Leaf buildup makes the treatments 
we apply less effective. It can 
also smother lawns and promote 
diseases.

Mow to Promote Grass Health

During January and February, raise 
your mower blade about a half-inch 
for warm-season grasses. Letting 
grass stay a little longer lets it 
store up more nutrients to help it 
get through winter and flourish in 
the spring. You can also do your 
lawn a favor by leaving the grass 
clippings. They recycle into the 
soil, giving turf an extra boost of 
nutrition. It is okay to mow shortly 
after our treatments so long as any 
wet applications have dried.

Questions about our service  
or your yard?  

Contact Customer Service at 
770.447.6037, Monday through Friday, 
from 8 am to 5 pm. If you call after 
hours, please leave a message  
and we’ll return your call the next 
business day.

January - February 
Lawn Care
Application #1 for all programs.
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Please note: There are times when we may need to modify the treatments 
we apply due to weather.

How to Tell If 
Pine Trees Need 

Some TLC
Pines are hardy and 
typically don’t require a lot of 
maintenance. But there are times 
when these beautiful giants need 
a helping hand to stay strong and 
healthy. Here are three things to 
watch for.

Dead or damaged limbs.  
Unlike ornamental trees and 
shrubs, pine trees rarely need 
pruning. However, some 
pruning is necessary to remove 
deadwood, heavy limbs, 
and limbs affected by storm 
damage.

Brown needles in seasons 
other than fall. The annual 
fall needle drop is perfectly 
normal for pine trees. But 
dry, brown needles in other 
seasons are signs of stress. 
Possible stressors include 
poor soil conditions, drought, 
and problems caused by fungi, 
bacteria, or insects.

Beetles. A number of bark and 
wood-boring beetles are known 
to spread fungal diseases that 
can severely compromise or 
even kill the tree.

Questions about tree care? 
Call Arbor-Nomics Tree at 
770.368.0072. More than care,  
we apply knowledge.
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Helpful Contact 
Information

Is Your Contact Info Current?

Need to set up your portal 
account?

• Click on the Pay Your Bill tab  
  at arbor-nomics.com to get to  
  the portal.

• Click on Create a Login, located on  
  the lower right of the page.

• Enter the information requested –  
  your Arbor-Nomics account number  
  can be found on any invoice –  
  and submit.

It’s that easy. We think you’ll enjoy  
the convenience and flexibility the 
portal offers.

Top 10 New Year’s Resolutions 
& 10 Tips for Success

But don’t let the 54 percent failure rate 
discourage you. The study also looked 
at people who did not make New Year’s 
resolutions but did set personal goals. 
In this group, only four percent were 
successful. 

So it seems that making a resolution 
increases your chance of attaining your 
goal. But there are ways to boost your 
chances even more.

10 Steps to Resolution Success

GoSkills.com, a company that helps 
businesses and individuals reach their 
personal and professional goals, offers 10 
steps for making your resolutions a reality. 

1. Mentally prepare for change.
2. Set a goal that motivates you.
3. Limit resolutions to a manageable  
    amount.
4. Be specific.
5. Break up big goals into smaller goals.
6. Write down your goals.
7. Share your resolutions with others.
8. Automate where possible.

It’s that time again when millions of 
Americans make resolutions for the new 
year. Your own resolutions may change 
from year to year, but among Americans as 
a whole, the same themes appear over and 
over: improving health and finances and 
enriching quality of life. 

Chances are one or two from this top-10 list 
are goals you’ve set for yourself.

1. Exercise more.
2. Lose weight.
3. Get organized.
4. Learn a new skill or hobby. 
5. Live life to the fullest.
6. Save more money / spend less money.
7. Quit smoking.
8. Spend more time with family and friends.
9. Travel more.
10. Read more.

How Good Are We at Sticking to Our 
Resolutions?

A study published in the Journal of Clinical 
Psychology found that only 46 percent of 
resolution makers achieved their goals. 

Here are three easy ways to update 
your contact info:

1. Call our office at 770-447-6037. 
2. Email us at info@arbor-nomics.com. 
3. Use our customer portal at  
     arbor-nomics.com – just click on  
     the Pay Your Bill tab.

Remember, you can also do so  
much more through our portal:

• Apply an offer code. 
• Request a free service call.
• Request an estimate for  
  add-on services.
• Check your balance.
• Pay your bill.
• View your treatment history.
• Refer a friend.

ARBOR-NOMICS 
TURF, INC. 
770.447.6037 
800 Langford Drive 
Suite A
Norcross, GA 30071 
arbor-nomics.com 

CEO & PRESIDENT 
Dick Bare 
richard@arbor-nomics.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Doug Cash 
Cell: 770.596.8388 
doug@arbor-nomics.com 

CUSTOMER RELATIONS 
Ward Frost
Cell: 678.638.4556 
ward@arbor-nomics.com 

There are times we may need to get in touch with you regarding your yard or our 
service; for example, to inform you about special offers or to provide advice on 
caring for your lawn and ornamental trees and shrubs. Please take a moment to 
make sure we have your correct phone number and email address. 

9. Review your resolution regularly.
10. If you fall off track, get back on  
      quickly.

You can take a deeper dive into each 
step and how to put them into action by 
searching online for: Top 10 Most Common 
New Year’s Resolutions (and How to Follow 
Through on Them). 

Happy New Year and Good Luck!

Source: https://www.goskills.com/Soft-Skills/
Articles/Top-10-new-years-resolutions
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Nature and timing did not 
disappoint. There are a ton 
of cherry trees around the 
Jefferson Memorial and the tidal 
basin, and the blossoms were 
amazing – especially with the 
Washington Memorial jutting up 
in the background and the water 
reflecting all the color. Since this 
was most likely the only time we 
would have this opportunity as a 
family, we wanted to memorialize it 
with some good pictures. We got 
up crazy early one morning, when 
it was just starting to get light, 
and drove over to the Jefferson 
Memorial.  A photographer met  
us there, and we got some good 
family shots.  

Cherry blossom time really is a 
big deal in DC. It seemed like you 
couldn’t go ten feet without falling 
over someone taking in the natural 
beauty or snapping professional 
pictures or selfies. There were 
plenty of festivals to attract and 
take advantage of the extra tourism. 
That’s on top of everything else 
there is to see and do in DC.

We visited our congressional 
representative’s office and took the 
kids to the Lincoln Memorial and 
the National Arboretum. One garden 
we went to, Dumbarton Oaks, had an 
amazing planting of forsythia down 
a hillside that was in full bloom – an 
incredible cascade of brilliant yellow.  
The last thing we saw on our trip was 
a fireworks show over the water, all 
in pink and red to echo the cherry 
blossoms. It was really something!

Of course, you don’t have to leave 
Georgia to go horticulture sightseeing. 
Gibbs Gardens, up in Ball Ground, 
will knock you off your feet when the 
daffodils are in bloom – all 20 million 
of them. (I haven’t counted them, 
but I’m sure that number isn’t much 
off the mark.) It is breathtaking to 
see all these daffodils en masse 
filling a valley. We took the kids 
there a while back and got some 
great pictures. We just had to keep 
reminding them to avoid stepping 
on the “daffies” as we walked along 
the paths. Gibbs also has a great 
Japanese-themed garden with 
beautiful maples.  

I’ve heard the azalea plantings at 
Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain 
are quite something to see in bloom, 
and the fall color up in the north 
Georgia mountains is a real treat if 
you can time it right.

I’d love to visit a lavender field in full 
bloom, but they aren’t that plentiful 
anywhere near our neck of the 
woods, since lavender prefers well-
drained soil and hot, dry conditions. 
Another great trip would be to 
see the tulip fields in Holland. 
The pictures I’ve found online are 
incredible.

If you’ve witnessed a particularly 
spectacular planting or flowering, I’d 
be thrilled to hear from you.  Getting 
to see these horticultural shows can 
be an experience of a lifetime and 
timing is everything!
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Bare in Mind Continued

Please let me know any thoughts 
you might have on this article or 
any concerns/questions about 
your service that I can help with. 
I can be reached at 678-313-4568 
or Josh@Arbor-Nomics.com.


